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We regret that a portion of this Journal is not, as a major portion of the last three 
December issues have been, devoted to “Old saa Revolutionary War experience. 
Material simply didn’t come to hand. 

Be assured that our interest remains as keen as ‘ever in that long neglected chapter of 
our South Shore’s history. We expect to continue the consolidating of it. We will succeed, 
fear you not, if our readers will share with us the old documents, the veterans’ and 
widows’ applications for pensions, the rosters of Line and Militia, and the old stories 
that may have been passed down the successive generations of our families. Please help 
us. : 

In this issue, we continue our series of migrations of members of South Shore families. 
Most of these removals occurred in the first half of the 19th Century, when so many 
citizens of the seaboard states left their homes to seek new land, and fresh opportunity, 
in the Deep South and in territories and states beyond the mountains. 

As we pursue our kinfolk who rolled the wagons, we find much fascinating informa- 
tion on their lives in their new homes. We are disappointed, however, to find almost no 
accounts of their adventures on the long trail out. Can you please help us with tales of 
your outward-bound kinsmens’ long treks? 
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HAPPY LONG’S DOWER 


In our December 1996 Journal, we listed thirteen Washington County widows awarded 
dowers in 1843-1845. We now give the jurors’ report of the real estate portion of the 


dower of one of them. 


Dowers were awarded, upon petition and due process, to women whose deceased 
husbands had died intestate or had otherwise failed to make provision for their “relicts”. 

By the adjoining landowners named below, we know that Happy Long lived in Cool 
Spring District (now Scuppernong Township), north of present-day Creswell, near Mt. 


Pleasant Baptist Church. 


State of North Carolina) In pursuance of the annexed order to me directed, 

Washington County ) I Charles Latham Shff of said county have summoned 

the following Jury of good and lawful men unconnected to either of the parties 

(Viz), 1 Ashbury Norman 2 Doctrin P Davenport 3 Melvin Bateman 4 Hezekiah Oliver 

5 Nathan Oliver 6 James M Davis 7 Jesse Bateman 8 Jobe Comstock 9 Daniel Oliver 

10 Frederick Oliver 11 Charles Bateman Jr 12 Archibald Hassell who being duly sworn to 
lay off & allot to Happy Long widow of Isam Long, decd, her thirds out of the real 
estate of said decd have made the following report & signed the same with their 

hands & seals to wit, We the said jury having the premises do hereby set off & allot to 
Happy Long widow of Isam Long decd & put her in possession of the same as her 
thirds out of the lands of her sd decd husband about 9 acres - beginning at a Gum in 
Amelia Spruills line then along a ditch Southwardly to a persimmon tree in W. A. 
Spruills line - then along said Spruills line westwardly to Ashbury Normans line - then 
Northwardly along said Normans line to a water oak Amelia Spruills Corner then along 
said Amelia Spruills line Eastwardly to the first station - Including all the buildings & 
improvements there on being the land occupied by the said Isam Long at the time of his 


death. 


Given under our hands & seals this 13th day of Jan(?) 1845 


Ashbury Norman 
Doctrine P. Davenport 


Melvin Bateman 


his 
Hezekiah x Oliver 

mark 

his 
Nathan x Oliver 

mark 
James M Davis 
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Jesse Bateman 
Jobe Comstock 
his 
Daniel x Oliver 
mark 
his 
Frank x Oliver 
mark 
his 
Charles x Bateman Jr 
mark 
Archibald Hassell 


C Latham Shff 
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State of North Carolina ) February Term 1845 
Washington County Court) Then was the within report returned 
reported & confirmed & ordered to be Registered 


Test T.E. Pender Clk 
Registered the 8th of August 1845 


S.D. Windly Reg 


(Washington County, Deed Book J, p67) 
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Personally appeared John Phelps Guardian to Godfree Phelps, John and Sarah Philps 
orphans of Godfree Philps Deceased and acknowledged his Guardian Bond to our sd 
court and on (Motion?) ordered to be recorded and filled. 


Tyrrell Court Minutes 
September Term 1759 





Ordered that a tax of one shilling and six pence is in and by the said Court Laid on 
every Taxable person in our said County for and towards the Contingent Charges of our 
said County to be collected and paid as the Law directs. 


Tyrrell Court Minutes 
September Term 1758 





Ordered that John Jarmain a Bastard Boy abought the age of Eleven years be Bound in 


Apprintes unto Isaac Meekins Esq’. to learn the Trad of a show maker after the manner 
of an apprentice. 


Tyrrell Court Minutes 
March Term 1761 
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“KICKED OFF THE FARM” 
A TALE OF YOUTHFUL INDISCRETION 


When William Newberry Knight (1903-1975) was little he lived with his parents, 
William A. and Mary Newberry Knight, in Norfolk. His mother was daughter of Abram 
Newberry (1849-1925), then owner of Sahara Farm, on Albemarle Sound, on Pea Ridge. 
Young William was privileged to spend his summers at Sahara, with the melon patches, 
the many farm animals, and flocks of interesting relatives. All that, with the exciting 
Sound just across the back yard. Ah, Elysium! 

William was an adventurous lad, who caused his grandma, his aunts, and female 
cousins many anxious moments by his expeditions to woods, and Sound, and haylofts of 
awesome heights. They turned postively vaporous when he would race to overtake a farm 
cart, grasp the spokes with hands and bare feet, and be carried along, spread-eagled, 
revolving end over end. 

Things went well for William in his summer Elysium until he reached his early teens. 
Then, on a day to be ever rued, he and a cousin slipped into the wine barn, bored a 
hole in the shadowy backside of a barrell of Sahara’s celebrated Scuppernong wine, in- 
stalled their own spigot, and proceeded to get gloriously drunk. 

Grandfather Abram’s justice was quick and sure. William was banished from Sahara 
(“kicked off the farm”, the family recalls). The long ride back to sweltering Norfolk must 
have seemed long, indeed. 


(This tale was told our editor by Malcolm Newberry Knight, 
son of William Newberry Knight) 
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OLD USAGE 


COATTAIL: The lower part of a dress. “Little Sally, you stop blowing your nose on 
your coattail”. 
CATTLE-BEAST: A bull, espescially a wild one ranging free before passage of the 
Fence Law (c. 1913) 





December 1, 1725. Deed of Gift, John Pettiver of Perquimans to John Ogilby, 640 acres 
“on the head of Scuppernong River”. 


(“Hathaway” II p 291) 
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MARY SPRUILL WILL 


We are pleased to present our transcription of a “true copy” of the Last Will and 
Testament of Mary Spruill of Cool Springs District (now Scuppernong Township), 
Washington County. The original will was, we presume, destroyed in one of our 19th 
Century courthouse fires. This copy was found in the attic of “Oakland” (near present 
Creswell), built by Mrs Spruill’s son, William Ammon, in the 1830’s, and home to 
successive generations of his descendants for some 160 years. We are grateful to the 
present generation for the loan of this copy. 

Mary Spruill was wife of Dempsey Spruill (1779-1842), beside whom she was buried 
in Spruill’s Bridge Cemetery. The cemetery and the site of the Spruill home are hard-by 
the historic “Spruill’s Bridge”, the first bridge of which appears to have been built by 
Dempsey’s father, Nehemiah Spruill (died c. 1801), before the War of the Revolution. 
Mary’s gravestone is inscribed: 


Mary Spruill 

Wife of Dempsey Spruill & 
Daughter of Elkanah & Rachel 
Davenport 

b. 3 April 1779 

d. 10 January 1858 


THE WILL 


I Mary Spruill of the State of North Carolina and County of Washington 
being in a sound and perfect state of mind do make and ordain this my 
last will and testament in maner and form as follows. 

1. I desire that my body be buried in a Christian like manner. 

2. I direct that my funeral expense and all other just debts that I 

may leave due shall be paid by my Executor herein after to be mentioned 
out of any funds that may fall into his hands belonging to me. 

3. I give and bequeath unto my son Wm A. Spruill all the estate of every 
description which shall be upon any of the premises occupied by him, 
consisting of growing crops, or produce of the land already gathered, 

all the stock of Horses, Mules, Cattle, Sheep and hogs, which I may 
have any claim to, all money, notes and accounts which he the same 
said Wm A. Spruill may have in his possession at my death; all 
accounts that may be due me for crops sold or for any thing else, also 
machinery, Wagons, Carts, Farming implements, household and kitchen 
furniture, to have and to hold the same to him & his heirs forever. 

4. I give and bequeath unto my Grand daughter Mary Elizabeth Dudley 
one bed, bedstead and furniture, which She has in her possession, 

one book case, and all her trunks (?) which she has been using one 
rocking chair and one spinning wheel the one she has been using I 

also give and bequeath to the said Mary Elizabeth Dudley, all my beds, 
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bedsteads and furniture, also one half of the proceeds of all the 
other little property which I may leave in the place where I now live, 
consisting of family stores, groceries, pork, poultry & C. 
5. All the residue of my estate which I may leave in the place where 
I now live which may belong to me at my death I give and bequeath to 
my daughter® Henretta Swain and Sarah Bateman and my son Wm A 
Spruill, and my grand-daughter Mary Elizabeth Dudley to be equally divided 
among them. It is my intention by the above will and testement to 
give and bequeath to my son Wm A. Spruill, all the property that may 
be in his possession or upon any of the premises ocupied by him at my 
death; also all accounts for crops sold, all money which he may have 
received to which I may have any interest in. 
6. I hereby nominate and appoint my son Wm A. Spruill, Sole Executor 
to this my last will and testament. 
Given under my hand and seal this 16th day of February 1856 
Test: Hardy Hardison 

D. George Cowand Mary Spruill 


State of North Carolina) Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions 
Washington County ) Feby term 1858 

Then was the due Execution of the foregoing paper writing duly 
proved in Open Court by the testimony of the subscribing witnesses, 
Hardy Hardison and D. George Cowand, to be the last will and testimony 
of Mary Spruill, executed with all the formalities required by law to 
pass real and personal estate. Ordered that the same be admitted to 
probate and recorded- at the same time Wm A. Spruill the executor 
therein named appeared and was qualified as executor thereto, by 
taking the prescribed oath 
State of North Carolina) County Court Clerks Office 
Washington County ) Nov. 2nd 1861 

I, W.F. Sanderson Clerk of Court of Pleas & Quarter Sessions 
of Washington County & state aforesaid do certify that the fore going is 


a true copy of the Last Will & Testiment of Mary Spruill Dec? from 


the Record of Wills of said Court. Given under my hand the date above 
written. 


W.F. Sanderson Clk 
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“Then were returned into Court for the County of Tyrrell Ten lists of Tythables & there 


appearing from Sd. Lists to be five hundred and fifty seven Tythables in the Sd. County 
the Same is ordered to be recorded.” 


Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
September Term 1739 
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BOWELS: A COMMON ANCESTRAL WORRY 


From the letters and journals of our forebears, we well know that concern for the 
health of themselves, their families, and their slaves was ever on their minds. A chief 
concern was the all too common dysfunction of the bowels, which they discussed in 
their correspondence with a graphic frankness that would be considered repugnant today. 
Diet, especially in wintertime, we suspect to have been the major culprit. 


Mr. John Newberry 


Sahara Belgrade Cottage 
Feb. 17, 1839 


Dear Sir, 

Herewith you will receive a box of pills. These pills are intended to remove and 
prevent costiveness and to improve digestion. : 

If after taking the second dose of calomel you find that you are still left in the 
costine condition under which you were laboring when I saw you, you may take two of 
the pills now sent. Take them on going to bed, it they do ‘hot operate on the bowels 
during the following day, take two more at night. 

The dose of pills is from one to three. You will soon be able to ascertain how many 
will be sufficient to keep the bowels regular and you can take them as often as may be 
necessary. They contain no murcury, and you need apprehend no more danger from their 
use than you would from a dose of oil or salts---I shall make frequent enquiry concern- 
ing your health and when you need further advice will cheerfully give it. 


Respectfully yours 
Hardy Hardusin 


ZPP 


By 1839, Dr. Hardy Hardison (1809-1869) was established in Cool Springs District, 
where he ministered to all classes of society....from affluent planters, to small farmers, to 
slaves. An attraction to Cool Springs was the opportunity to provide services to the large 
slave holdings of such families as the Collines of Somerset and the Pettigrews of 
Belgrade and Bonarva. 

On December 13, 1842 Dr. Hardison was married to Mariah Maria Boyle, sister to 
John McC Boyle of Plymouth. The Boyles were Irish-born. 

“Belgrade Cottage”, home of Dr. Hardy Hardison, apparently was on the Pettigrew’s 
Belgrade plantation just outside present-day Creswell. It is logical to believe that stood in 
today’s “new” part of St. David’s Cemetery, as the Doctor and other family members are 
buried in a plot adjacent to, but outside, the church burying ground. According to the 
custom of the day, their cemetery would have been quite close to the residence. 

“Sahara” and the Newberry’s were discussed in our August 1998 WCGSJ. Much on 
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the ante-bellum’ era’s bowel and stomach ailments is found in family correspondence and 
such publications as North Carolina Archives and History’s PETTIGREW PAPERS. 
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ST. PAUL’S 
OF ST. ANDREW’S PARISH 


North Carolina to all people to whom these presents shall come 
Greetings I Joseph Spruill of ye County of Tyrel and province afores* 
Send Greetings & know ye that I the said Joseph Spruill of Saint 
Andrews Parish in the County afors’ for and in consideration of 

love good will and effection which I have and do bear to ye Inhab- 
itants of Scuppernong and of the parish and county afore’ have given 
granted and by these presents Doe freely clearly and absolutely give 
and grant unto the Inhabitance afores’ one acre of land the Chappel 
now standeth Known by the name of St Pauls as afforesaid lying near 
the Back Landing and on the main Road and excepted by me in a Deed 
of Sale given to Harmon Hardison for yt use which said acre of Land 
I doe freely give to the said Inhabitants and their heirs forever and 

I the said Joseph Spruill Do warrant the same from the claime of any 
of my heirs Exec Adm* as witness my hand and Seal this 28th Day of 
May 1747- 

Sealed and Delivered in ye presence of us 

Dan Grandon Joseph Spruill 


The above Deed being Registered in this Book ye 26th 
August 1747 Jam*’ Conner Reg 


The grantor of the above deed was, almost surely, the youngest son of Dr. Godfrey 
Spruill (d. 1719). When the doctor proved his headrights in 1694, the sons claimed at 
entry date were Samuel and Godfrey, Jr. so we may guess that Joseph was born later, 
inthe Colony, and became the first “native born” male Spruill. 

Joseph made his will in 1760. A note to Dr. Stephen Bradley’s abstract states that it 
was “apparently probated in March Term 1764”. In it are named his wife, Mary, sons 
Godfree, Thomas, Joseph, Joshua, Hezekiah, and Benjamin Spruill, and daughters Mary, 
Tabitha, and Zilpha Spruill, Ann Swain, and Keziah and Joanna Chesson. 


(Tyrrell County Deeds 
Tyrrell County Wills 1729-1811 (Abstracts). Stephen E. Bradley, Jr. 
Old Albemarle County, Book of Land Warrants & Surveys. Weynette F. Haun) 


EAN 
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A BIT OF HANKY-PANKY 
AMONG OUR “OLD TYRRELL” FOLK 


“Then the Grand Jury was sworn Vitz. Mr. John Gardiner, Mr. John Stancill, 

Mr. John McCaskey, Mr. Epenetus Griffin, Mr. Denis Glisson, Mr. James Glisson, 

Mr. Joseph Spruel, Mr. Henry Norman, Mr. John Davenport, Mr. John Swain, Mr. Giles 
Long, Jr., John Swinson, Mr. William Rhodes, Mr. Jacob Blount, Mr. John Duggen, 

Mr. Martin Griffin Who return the following Presentments. Vitz. We present Edward 
Overstreet for living in fornication. We present Richd Sparkman for living in fornication 
with Sarah Stancil. We present Joseph Pendul for living in Adultry with the wife of John 
Page. We present Henry Middleton for living in Adultry with Dorcas Brownney”. 


Tyrrell Court Minutes 
September Term 1739 


The last “presentment”, above, may help us with a Bastardy case of December Term 
1738, when “A Bond was this day given into Court by John Middleton and Margaret 
Brownney to indemnife the Parish from a Bastard Child to be born by Dorcas 
Brownney”. 

Dorcas, in December refused to identify the father of her impending child, and thus 
became the “bonded” party. Margaret Brownney (her mother?) and John Middleton (what 
relation?) signed as her securities (bondsmen). 

Court Minutes for June 1738 record that one Henry Middleton was now dead. This 
leads to our conjecture that Henry, Dorcas’s lover, was son of Henry, deceased, and 
brother to John Middleton? 

This is a example of how the Minutes can lead us a merry chase------- and leave us 
in slacked-jawed puzzlement. 


EAN 


(Cited Above: Tyrrell County Court Minutes, 
Terms June 1738, December 1738, September 1739.) 
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King Solomon and King David 
Led wicked, wicked lives, 

With their many, many concubines 
And many, many wives, 

But when came old age 

With its many, many qualms, 
King Solomon wrote the Proverbs; 
King David wrote the Psalms 
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BASTARDY CASE 
A CLUE TO MURDER MOTIVE? 


In our December 1996 Journal, I told of the August 23, 1814 murder of my 
great great great-grandfather John Clayton, by Barney Jones. Both were of the Gum Neck 
community, Tyrrell County. For his crime, Barney was convicted, at November Term 
1814 of Tyrrell Superior Court, and hanged. 


Among the damning testimony against the defendant was a deposition stating that he 
had been heard to say that “......(Clayton) had demeaned him and his family in such a 
_?_ manner that nothing would satisfy him, the said Barney, but his life.....” How, I 
wondered, had granddaddy so offended the Joneses as to motivate young Barney to 
“discharge one leaden bullet and eight large shot against John Clayton inflicting a mortal 
wound”? The following documents may give a clue to at least one fancied “demeaning”. 


Bartlett (“Bartilet”) Jones, the accused father in the following, was brother to the 
murdering Barney. Two other facts are of interest: The father of these young men, 
Bartlett, Sr. (d. 1798) and John Clayton had, apparently, been friends. Bartlett, Sr. had 
signed a guardian bond for Clayton in 1797; Clayton had witnessed the will of John 
Poole, Bartlett’s father-in-law, in 1794. 


An intriguing aspect of this case is the fact that the Justice serving with Clayton on 
this case was a relative (uncle?) of the accused. Timothy Jones had been guardian of 
Thomas Jones, brother to Bartlett (Jr.) and Barney. We wonder if Barney nurtured the 
same animosity toward his kinsman that he did toward Clayton? 


Another facet of this gem is, was Susana Hill a “free woman of color’? A public 
accusation of his brother’s having had carnal knowledge of a colored woman would have 
chafed Barney’s family pride more than if the woman were of the white race. There 
were probably white Hills in Tyrrell as late as the early years of the 19th Century, but 
by the Free Census in 1850 all members of the five “Hill” families enumerated were 
“Black” or “Mulatto”. 


Now, our transcriptions of the existing documents. Remember that here, as in all our 
transcriptions, we follow the spelling, punctuation, capitalization, etc. of the original. When 
“Bartlett” is spelled “Bartilet”, that is, pretty surely, the way the writers pronounced it. 


State of North Carolina) To Joseph White One of the 

Tyrrell County ) Constables of the Said County 

and to all Lawfull Officers to execute and Return as the Law Directs 
whereas Information hath been made to us two of the Justices of the 

peace for said County That Susanah Hill of the s* County Single 

Woman has (illegible) and has been Delivered of Two Children which Child- 
ren may become Chargble to the County these are therefore to command you 


WCGSJ 76 DEG 1999 


to Apprehend and bring before us or any two Justices of the peace for s* 
County The Aforesaid Susana Hill to Answer unto the matter alleidged 
against her as Aforesaid for which this shall be your Sufficient authority 
Given under our Hands and Seals this 7th Day of February 1811 


Jeremiah Wynne 
Tomothy Jones 


Either Susana proved mighty elusive, Constable White derelict of duty, or the warrant, 


above, was mis-dated (which we believe to be the case). Note that the next document 
bears date exactly one year after the first. 


Tyrrell County The Examination of Susana Hill in said County Single 


woman taken on oath before us John Clayton and Timothy Jones two of the 

Justices of the peace in and for s‘ County this 7th day of February 1812 
Who saith that she hath in her armes two Children hoome are 

bastards and likely to become chargable to the County aforesaid and 


that Bartilet Jones an apprentice of Silva Armstrong in s* County is father 
of s* Children 


Taken before us and Signed 
this day and Year above writen her 


John Clayton Susana X Hill 
Timothy Jones mark 


Immediately following the examination, Justices Clayton and Jones issued the 
following warrant: 


State of North Carolina) To Joseph White one of the Constables in 

Tyrrell County ) the s‘ County and to all other lawfull Officers 
Whereas upon the Examination of Susana Hill 

Single woman this day taken on oath before us it appears that she hath two 

children in her arms which are born Bastards and may becum chargeble 

to said County and the s? Susanah Hill hath confessed that Bartilet Jones 

an apprentice to Silva Armstrong in s‘ County did beget the s* children 

and hath charged him with the same these are therefore to command you to 

apprehend the s‘ Bartilet Jones and bring him before us or any two 

Justice of the peas for s? County and also to summons the aforesaid Silva 

Armstrong his Master to answer the said Charge 


Given under our hands and Seals this 7th (??) 
day of February 1812 


John Clayton 
Timothy Jones 
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With this last warrant, the Bartlett Jones Bastardy Case is lost to the records. Perhaps 
he was, upon “examination” adjudged not guilty; perhaps subsequent records were lost, 
destroyed, or stolen. In any event, we will probably never know the outcome, or what 
John Clayton did to put such a lethal bur beneath Barney Jones’s saddle, or why Barney 
chose not to visit his wrath upon his kinsman, Timothy. Perhaps he reasoned that it’s 
just not nice to kill ones own Kinfolk. 


(Tyrrell County Census 1850 
Tyrrell County Wills 
Tyrrell County Estate Records (Abstracts by Stephen E. Bradley, Jr.) 
Tyrrell County Bastardy Bonds. Microfilm, NC A&H. 
WCGSJ December 1996) 


EAN 
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Joseph Spruill qualified as Sheriff of Tyrrell at August Term 1770. Signing his bond 
were Benjamin Spruill and Joseph Norman. 





John Stubbs was licensed to keep an ordinary “at the house belonging to Stephens Lee 
near Kendricks Creek”, 


November Term 1770. 
Tyrrell County Court Minutes 





Creswell - “Mr. J.E. Andrews who has been teaching school near here, and Miss Mary 
Spruill of this place were joined in holy bonds of matrimony on the 15th inst.” 


The Roanoke Beacon 
24 April, 1891 


(Mary Elizabeth Spruill (1859-1940) was daughter of William A. (1811-1890) and Mary 
Taarkington (1817-1894) Spruill, and granddaughter of the Mary Spruill (1779-1858) whose 
will is transcribed in this Journal. After the death of Mr. Andrews, Mary married A.L. 
Smithson (1873-1928). ed) 
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MISCEGENATION 
A WHITE WOMAN-SLAVE RELATIONSHIP 


State of NO Carolina The examination of Mary Godfry of the county 
Tyrrell County aforesaid single woman taken before us on oath, 
who saith that she is now with child and that the said child is likely to 
be born a bastard and to be chargable to the county aforesaid and that 
Baily a slave late the property of Dempsy Godfry of the county aforesaid 
is father of said child 

her 

Mary  Godfry 

Taken before us this 8 of Sept 1828 mark 
2 Hassell JP 
2 Hallsey (?) JP 


This is the only document, among all the Tyrrell Bastardy cases, recording the bearing 
by a white woman of a child begotten by a slave. After the “examination”, above, there 
is no further documentation. 

Baily, the black father, being a slave, could not be “bonded” for the “support and 
maintenance” of his bastard. We don’t know what action was taken against Mary. 

From the scant information from the Examination, it is logical to guess that Mary 
was daughter of “Dempsy Godfry”. One Dempsey S. Godfrey, of Tyrrell, made a will 
sometime during the ante-bellum period. Unfortunately, the will gives no date of its 
making or its probate. It makes no mention of a daughter Mary. 


(Tyrrell County Wills (Abstracts). Stephen Bradley, Jr. 
Tyrrell County Bastardy Bonds. Microfilm. NC A&H) 


¢¢¢ ¢ 
The will of James Everett was proved by Joshua Johnson. 


Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
May Term 1770 


Thomas Jones, orphan of Bartlett Jones, ordered bound to Timothy Jones, to be taught 
trade of Cordwinder (cordwainer, shoemaker) 


Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
January Term 1801 
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BENJAMIN WALKER 


Benjamin Walker, Yeoman, and wife Abagaile lived in Tyrrell Co.N.C. They lived in 
that part which is now Washington Co. in the Coneby Creek Area, near Plymouth, N.C. 
They were parents of two sons, Benjamin Walker Jr. and Edward Walker, may have been 
others. In 1756 Benjamin Walker Sr. gave 40 acres of land to his son Edward Walker, 
lying on south side of Coneby Creek on Dec. 8, 1756. Registered Feb. 24, 1757. 
Edward Walker married Elener Taylor. Tyrrell Co. Marriage Bond April 16, 1763. The 
1790 Tyrrell Co. Census, list Edward Walker with 2 males over age 16, 2 males under 
age 16, 4 females, 1 slave. Benjamin Walker Sr. had sons, Edward and Benjamin Jr. 


Benjamin Walker Sr. gave son Benjamin Walker, a deed of 60 acres of land, for and in 
consideration of the natural love good will and affection which he had for him. A tract of 
land he lived on lying between the lands of Richard Fagan, James Middleton and Edward 
Walker in Coneby Creek, beginning at the head of a branch called School House Branch 
on southward side of Long Pond. Benjamin Walker, Yeoman and Abagaile, my wife, 

share freedoms, advantages and profits. Written Oct. 21, 1750, Registered May 27, 1751. 
Wit. were Edward Walker, Sarah Walker and W. Bennett. Tyrrell Co. Deed Bk. 2 p 120-121 


Edward Walker gave his son, Benjamin Walker 60 acres, a tract of land being the manor 
plantation whereon my father Benjamin Walker deceased formerly lived. Beginning ata 
corner which devides the said lands of Thomas Middleton to folly pocoson, down branch 
firmerly known by School House Branch to Coneby line. Wit. Richard Fagan, George 
Ivy. April Term 1795, Registered June 11, 1795. Tyrrell Co. Deed Bk. 12 p 61-62. 


Washington Co. Deed Bk.B p 295 - Benjamin Walker gave to Milly and David Airs on 
Feb. 10, 1805, Lot No 4, containing 15 acres. Milly became heir at law for the same by 
the death of Elizabeth Walker, orphan of the said Benjamin Walker. This Benjamin 
Walker may have been the brother of Milley Airs and the son of Edward and Nancy 
Taylor Walker. 


Edward Walker, son of Benjamin Walker Sr. and his wife Abagaile, wrote his will 24 
Dec. 1797, and died around 1811 in Tyrrell Co. Children of Edward and Nancy Taylor 


Walker are listed as the following: 


1. Edward Walker Jr. 


2. Benjamin Walker died by 1810, had married Nancy Adams on 5 Nov. 1794, he was 
not mentioned in his father’s will. Elizabeth Walker, Benjamin’s daughter was mentioned. 


3. Taylor Walker died by 1839 
4, Milly (Amelia) Walker married David Airs, he died 1850. 


5. Lucretia Walker 
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6. Margaret Walker 


Taylor Walker sold 16 acres of land for 36 pounds to Levin Vernelson. Lot No. 7 
which I drew in the lands that decended to me by the death of my brother, Benjamin 
Walker dec. wit. R. Fagan and Macajah Stubbs. Dec. Term 1810 Registered Mar. 12, 1811. 


Taylor Walker sold to John D. Patterson 137 acres of land for $12.50, land on north 
side of Folly Pocoson, Levi Blounts line, William Stubs corner, William Fagans line, 
devided to me and my brother by will of my father Edward Walker deceased. 

wit. Mourning Hassell and Priscella Norman. Feb. 18, 1811. 


Tyrell Co. Deed Bk.H p 198 - Lucretia Walker bought Lot No 85, the property of Taylor 
H. Walker in the Town of Plymouth. Feb. Term 1839. Registered April 11, 1839. 


EM 
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“The Court adjourned to the 4th Monday of Appril.......agreeable to Act of assembly 
passed at Fayettville in 1790.......for altering the time of holding court.” 


Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
January Term 1791 





Granted petition of John Garrett and Edmund Blount for leave to build a grist mill 
across “Moratock Swamp”. 


Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
April Term 1793 


Thomas Walker granted leave to keep a ferry from White Marsh Landing to Lockarts 
shipyard. 


Tyrrell County Court Minutes 
October Term 1797 


“Four steamers a week touch Creswell’s wharf” 
The Roanoke Beacon 
July 19, 1889 

(The wharf was at Spruill’s Bridge, on the Scuppernong, about % mile from town) 
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HENRY NORMAN 
OCCUPATION MIS-IDENTIFIED 


Writing in the North Carolina volume of ARCHITECTURE OF THE OLD SOUTH 
(The Beehive Press. Savannah, 1985), the author assumes Norman to have been a 
“joiner”, i.e., carpenter. “About 1690 a joiner named Henry Norman in the Albemarle 
complained to Governor Ludwell, governor of the province between 1689 and 1694, that 
his Indian servant had run off with “one carpenters broad Ax, one Joyrnee squere, one 
payre of Joyrne Compassas, one gouge, one Joynter plane, two Ojres, one hand saw, 
Phile, one small Auger, two Chisell.” 

As the Indian’s loot much exceed that cited, above, we reproduce a copy of the 
petition, found at North Carolina Archives & History. Not doubting your ability to 
dexterously transcribe every word, we follow it with Archives’ transcription from its 
“Higher Court Records”. 


2 ee zs 


: a: waely: iP Nort Tet: , rset 
. E> ci * i 






- ae 8. gals ae Btsrre Loos 
fuming Bowe ar tivenbbosp sles: bpp, 

y Vif Us ovriare: e IRy 
oe dE my whol wernt foeaeors BIN 7g Serusnt-~en rae, 
z ’ fey, Ca iprgy, LZAe fe tehe Recreesscrey am Cp fy mart ue 
2 " Qadvitiy ay Sr, ocean ESTEEM Titans ee lee 
a pfosess | SLI OTL ee 
ple aoa if JFefo? (ip l-orB Lip tuert 

Wa prolfh b th lmrefled- era 8 rear othige 
a egret dhihe—y opis 
“s ows eather vr 0 
Cov nove treet, blu PY eign} me % 
yee z2 marked te Hi AL ove Nea Gs Land or ee 


 GroD ots, OP fetes eee pegs of; a oe 
ey affos pe a ae ie pe : gh H 
0 mearh Cgenascor a wo bbatan oon Senet ; 
me ae — puro DB hijok 2 for irra Br Beriondg 708 ees a 


al Evnues. Phe petten fram ¢ fir er aks 


en ford dosthin thas Bowron Giné a “eee , 



















Mi 







_ 


WCGSJ 82 DEC 1999 


[CCR 148] 


To the Right Honnorable Philip Ludwell Gov[ernor] of the province of 
Carolina and to the Honnorable [torn] Humbley showeth the Humble - 


petition of Henery Norman 


That your petitioner haveing a man Servent an Indian called Georg West 
Who Runaway in September lei Teak] Cony is Law Folomionaly Camryee 
away From your Honnors petetioner along With him these goods hereafter 
specified viz. one Conew one gunn one Linsy and wolsy Blankit one payre of 
Lether Briches one payre of White yoyrne Stockings one payre of mans shooes 
one Leather Apron one homespunn Cloth west Coate Linen with wollin two 
womans Shifts the one Dowlis the other Garlents one ozenbrigs shift marked 
with H_N one blew shirt one Carpenders broad Ax one Joyrne squere one payre 
of Joyrne Compessas one gouge one Joynter plane two Ojres one hand saw 
Phile one small Auger two Chisell For which Servent and goods your peti- 


, 


tioner Humbley Craves an order From your honnors if they may bee Found 
within this Government and as in Dutty bound shall Ever pray. ~ = 


Henery Norman hig mark 


326. s 


Now, back to Henry’s occupation. From the tools stolen by the “servant”, the 
“Architecture” author can be forgiven for thinking Henry a “joiner”. But Henry’s cases in 
the Higher Courts, and from his occupation stated in other documents, we know him to 
have been a prosperous cooper. A cooper would, quite naturally, have had carpenter’s 
tools, and we can bet that anyone who could build round, watertight cooperage, could, 
and probably sometimes did, build square houses. 

Henry Norman first bought land in Perquimans Precinct in 1685, having come, it now 
seems certain, from Calvert County, Maryland, where he had been a cooper. His home, 
from which “George West” paddled away with the loot-laden canoe, was on the north 
shore of Albemarle Sound between Harvey’s Point and the Yeopim River. 


EAN 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY PLACE NAMES 


LEONARDS POINT. At Pea Ridge, on Albemarle Sound’s South Shore, opposite Sandy 
Point on the north (Chowan) shore. The southern terminus of the present Albemarle 
Sound Bridge (NC 37). 

Laurel Point. Point approx. 5 miles east along Sound shore from Leonard’s Point. Marks 
the western linits of Bull Bay, mostly in Tyrrell County, that receives the Scuppernong 
River. 
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The foregoing is a photo-copy of one of the several-columned listing of the estate of 
Nehemiah Norman of the Scuppernong region of old Tyrrell County. With the division 
of Tyrrell thirteen years after his death, the area became a part of Washington County. 

This inventory was found microfilmed with the Minutes of the Tyrrell County Court 
(Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions), the only estate inventory found among these 
records. 

The County Court was charged, among many other functions, with the “qualifying” of 
executors, and of overseeing the division of estate, of which the presentation of an 
inventory was a part. The inventories were kept apart from the Minutes, and found their 
way, ultimately, into the State Archives where they were filed with other papers pertaining 
to the individual decedent. 

Nehemiah’s will (wd Aug 1780) was presented for probate at January Term 1786, at 
which session his widow, Rachel, and his oldest son, Henry, qualified as executors. The 
inventory was exhibited by Henry at the following term, in April. A clue to why the 
inventory remained with the Minutes may be that it appears to have been left “open 
ended”, with no valuation summation. Perhaps another was ordered, and the original 
forgotten. 

Nehemiah Norman was son of Henry Norman (2d), who died c. 1746, at which time 
time Nehemiah was in his late minority. Records show that he was licensed to keep an 
ordinary by 1760, and kept it ‘till his death. He was a farmer, a Justice of the Peace 
during the Revolution, and died a member of the North Carolina Assembly, in 1785. 

One transcription of the copy appearing at the beginning of this article follows. 


(Tyrrell County Court Minutes. Microfilm. 


The Colonial and State Records of North Carolina. 
Tyrrell County Wills) 


Inventory and Valluation of the Estate N Norman Descd 1786 




































































| [Lis] Lis| 
1 Horse named Poeolet|16, | 1 Bead & furniture 12 | 
1 Ditto Buck 14 | 1 Ditto & Do No2_ (10 
1 Mare fearnot | 10 | |\1 Do & DoNo3 /[14| 
1 Ditto Ditto Poll | 7| 1 Do & Do No4 14 
1 Colt - 15; 11 Do & Do Nod 14} 
1 Cow lilley 4 | 1 Do &DoNo6 113| 
11Do Do Dimon) | 4 1 Do &DoNo7 10 
|_and Bell ) | | L114 Do & DoNo8 0] | 
11 Heffer Proggin | 2 | 1Do &DoNo9 | 9 
1 Bull 1.2) | \1 Desk 6 | 
1 Cow Mollrow | 3|/ | |1 Table 3 10 
1 Cow & Calf 3/15] [1 Do 3 10 
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1 Heffer named Chance 3 10) ~=1Do__ Small 1 (1 4/ 
1 Cow Do Juley | 3 15  _1Chest Not |) 4 6 
1_Steer | 4 fol | Sot za 
1 Ditto Small (41 fol | | hae 
16 Sheep @ 12/ Brel | a) 
6 Lambs @ 10. Meso oe ae oe 
2 Sheep Wm Spruils = 1 (2) | | re 
32 Hogs @ 20/ [we dt a 





The valuation columns show “pounds” and “shillings”. We have omitted, in interest of 
space, the “pence” column, as none of the items shown on this page had valuations 
carried to “penny” value. 

Ditto and Do mean the same, i.e., “same as above” 

“Bead” is what we call a mattress, with “furniture” being the bedstead and furnishings. 

The declaration of the sheep “at William Spruills” is additional evidence that Spruill 
was married to Sarah Norman, daughter of Nehemiah. 


You are at liberty to interpret the spellings as you choose. “A”, “e”, and “o”, can 
confuse the best of us. 


EAN 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY PLACE NAMES 
MIDDLE POCOSON. The swamp in the area of today’s Plymouth radio station. 
Franklin F. Fagan had a ditch dug here to drain his land in the mid-1800’s. In 


some later deeds, the ditch is referred to as “Fagan’s Big Ditch”. 


HEWES SWAMP. This crosses NC Highway 32 (Long Acre Rd.) at Craddock 
Road, about one mile south of where Morattock Road intersects with NC 32. 


JAS 
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JOHN GOMM 
OF STUBBS HALL 


In the name of God Amen March the 25th 1754 

I John Gomm of Tyrrell County North Carolina being in Perfect mind and memory 
Thanks be given unto God for itt Therefore calling unto mind the Mortalyty of my body 
and knowing that itt is appointed for all men once to die do make and ordain this my 
Last will and Testement That is _? principally and first of All I give and Recommend 
my soul unto the hands of Almighty God that gave itt and my Body I recommend to 
the Earth to be buried decent Christian Burial att the Descreation of my Executors 
nothing Doubting but att the General Resurection I shall receive the same again by the 
Mighty Power of God And as touching such Wordly Estate wherewith itt hath pleased 
God to bless me in this Life I give Demise and dispose of the same in the following 
Manner and form 


Im Primis I will that all Debts from me to any Person or Persons be truly and honestly 
paid by my Executors hereafter named as _? as possible in the same as shall appear to 
be due. 


Item I give and bequeath to my Godson Godfrey Gray Son of Henery Gray his hairs 
and Assigns a Certain Parcel of Land Containing one hundred and fifty acres Called by 
the name of Stubbs Hall in Tyrril County as will appear by a deed from Mr Stevens Lee 
to me 


Item I give and bequeath to my Loving Wife Mary Gomm all and singular my Personal 
Estate and all Debts Due unto me as will appear by my Books Whome I likewise 
constitute make and ordain my sole Executrix of this my Last Will and Testement 


In Witness whereof I have hearunto sett my Hand and Seal the day and year above 
written the interlining was done before the asigning 


Signed Sealed published pronounced 

by the said John Gomm as his John Gomm 
Last Will and Testement in the 

pressence of us the subscribers 


John Pagett 


Samuel Norman 
Joseph Norman Jurat 
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North Carolina ) 
Tyrrell County ) June Court 1754 


Present his Majestys Justices 


These may certify that Joseph Norman one of the Subscribing Evidences to the 
within will came into open Court and made Oath on the Holy Evangilist that he saw 
John Gomm Sign Seal publish pronounce & declare the within writing to contain his 
last will & Testement and at the same time he saw John Pagett & Samuel Norman 
sign their names as Evidences to the same. Then appeared Mary Gomm Executrix and 
Qualified her self as Executrix by taking the Oath as the Law in such cased Directs. 
Ordered that the Honble James Murray Esq Secretary of this Province have notice 
thereof that Letters Testemantory Issue Accordingly 


Test 


Evan Jones Clerk (?) 


® 


John Gomm is but a shadowy figure in the records of Old Tyrrell. He seems not to 
have held public office, or to have made waves. He appears as “security” and witness to 
the bonds and other documents of the “right” sort of his contempories. 

As his will implies, he likely died childless, and his marriage to Mary may well have 
been his first. The marriage was Mary’s second. 


Mary Gomm was a daughter of Samuel Spruill, Sr. (d. circa 1760). Marrying Gomm, 
she was widow of Henry Norman (2d), by whom she had eleven living children at his 


death circa 1746. Samuel and Joseph Norman, witnesses to the Gomm will, were Mary’s 
two oldest sons. 


Mary seems to have craved a husband to warm her feet on blustery winter nights. 
Shortly after Gomm’s death, she married Charles White, of Tyrrell. Charles survived her 
' death,.-cicra early 1758. 


(Tyrrell County Deeds. 
Tyrrell County Courts Minutes. Microfilm, NCA&H. 
Tyrrell County Wills. Microfilm, NCA&H) 


EAN 
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CAPT. WILLIAM DOWNING, MARINER 


William Downing (1) married first Mary Garrett Bailey Lee, whose first husband was 
John Bailey, and second was Thomas Lee (1) of Lee’s Mill. Stevens Lee (1) was the son 
of Thomas Lee (1) and Mary Durant Scott Blount Lee. Thomas Lee (2) was the son of 
Thomas Lee (1) and Mary Garrett Bailey Lee. The Thomas Lee (2) mentioned in Capt. 
Downing’s will was his stepson, not son-in-law, Stevens Lee (1) married Sarah Barrow, 
daughter Of James and Sarah Barrow. Stevens Lee (1) married, second, Elizabeth Morris, 
daughter of William Morris and Elizabeth Browning. 

Stevens and Elizabeth had one son, Stevens (2), who married Mary, daughter of 
Richard Fagan and Sarah Everett. Stevens (2) left a will in 1779. 

Capt. William Downing married, second, Dorcas Slade. The Slade family had settled 
in Hyde County, near Bath. William and Dorcas had one child, William Downing (2). 
Capt. William Downing died in 1739. 


WILLIAM DOWNING (2) 


William (2) married Ann Barrow, daughter of James and Sarah Barrow. William and 
Ann had three children: 
1. Mary Downing. She married Evan Jones--bond 5 August 1758. Evan’s first wife had 
been Elizabeth Morris Lee, widow of Stevens Lee (1), Evan and Mary had one child, 
Mary, who died in 1779, unmarried. Mary Downing Jones married, second, Michael 
Heron. The bond is dated 24 December 1768. 


2. Elizabeth Downing married James Long, bond 12 April 1762. 


3. Henry Downing married, bond 30 December 1765, Delilah Fagan, widow of Samuel 
Dwight. Delilah was the daughter of Richard Fagan and Sarah Everett. Henry left a will 
dated 4 November 1780, probated 1781. Delilah and Henry had two sons: 

1. Richard Downing married Huldah Mackey. Bond 7 November 1797. 

2. Stephens Downing married Elizabeth ?. 


William Downing (2) left a will dated 24 February 1748, and probated the following 
month. 


Children of Stephens Downing and wife, Elizabeth, known to this researcher, are: 
1. Charlotte Downing. Married Miles Long, circa 1819 
2. William Downing. Married Harriet Harrison. Born October 28, 1809, married 
October 25, 1832. William died March 5, 1843. Their children were: 
1. Margaret J. Downing. Born 1835 
2. James H. Downing. Born March, 1836, died August 6, 1894. Married Jane Roto 
August 3, 1858. 
3. Robert W. Downing. Born September 24, 1839, died 1862. 


Harriet married, second, Hosea S. Gaylord. 


WCGSJ 89 DEC 1999 


3. Henry Downing. Born 1800, married, first, Mary _? , second, Martha Walker. 
4. Richard Downing 


Stephens Lee’s name does not appear in Census 1830 
Children of Richard Downing and Huldah Mackey are not known to this researcher. 


VLE 


(Editor’s note. 
The above was prepared by VLE in response to a query from 
a California resident, descendant of Capt. William Browning.) 


oo 4 


-.. This marker, in the Dillin or Cholera Cemetery, testifies to the fact that early childhood _ 
diseases claimed many lives in the #9th century. Four of the people buried there died of © 
cholera. The tombs were covered with concrete to prevent the disease from spreading. 





(See “ Migrations” ed.) 


WCGSJ 90 DEC 1999 


FORWARD 
MIGRATIONS TO INDIANA 


In our December 1998 edition we began what we anticipate being a series of 
migrations from the Albemarle South Shore. You are urged to consult that volume for 
“Prelude to the Migrations”, from which it is appropriate to quote, “We are disappointed 
that diaries and letters, describing the adventures of the long treks seem not to exist. We 
shall have to be content with who (the migrants) were, and what they were before the 
journey, and what they achieved in their new land”. That statement is certainly true of 
our migrations to Indiana, and of at least two planned future Journals. 

The account of this edition’s “migration” is actually the story of at least three separate 
outward journeys, over a period of perhaps twenty years, by families of four surnames--- 
but all related by blood or marriage. We believe that these circumstances, and the fact 
that all had the same destination, warrant our treating all the trips as one migration. 


Now to: 
Scuppernong to the Patoka River 
No. 2 OF A SERIES 


ALEXANDER-DILLIN-LEWIS-NORMAN 


These several migrations began in 1811 when Charles and Ashbury Alexander left 
Tyrrell County and arrived in Indiana Territory. They and their brothers, Issac and Jesse 
(who would soon follow), were sons of Captain John and Joanna Davenport Alexander, 
and nephews to Jesse Alexander, long-time sheriff of Tyrrell. They were great great grand- 
sons of Anthony Alexander who claimed his Carolina headrights in 1698. 


Charles settled in what would become Pike County. There he would hold numerous 
offices of trust, including Justice of the Peace and sheriff. Ashbury settled first in Pike, 
later removing to Dubois where he would be neighbor to Issac. 


Back in Tyrrell, it was Issac who next hitched the wagons. In 1811, he married 
Charlotte Hunnings Dillin (Dillon, Dillen, etc.), widow of Benjamin Dillin (d. 1807), who 
had four children, James, Zachariah, Samuel, and Brittania. By the time they rolled the 
wagons, the couple had a child of their own, Issac, Jr. They settled in Dubois County, 
adjacent to Pike County, near the village of Ireland. 


On his initial 1000-acre purchase, Issac established the “Alexander Cemetery”, which 


would serve as burying ground of the Alexander, and allied, families for a couple of 
generations. In 1849, he conveyed to the Cumberland Presbyterian Church the site for the 
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future Shiloh Meeting House. A photo of his log home is found elsewhere in this 
Journal. For Shiloh, see inside back cover. 


The last Alexander brother to settle in this Dubois-Pike region was Jesse, who with 
his Tyrrel-born wife, Maria, arrived in Pike in 1824. 


Joanna Davenport Alexander, mother of Ashbury, Charles, Issac, and Jesse, probably 
accompanied one of her sons westward. She settled in Pike County, where her will was 
probated in 1835. 


The Dillon (var. sp.) stepsons of Isaac Alexander married and prospered. A couple of 
incidents in their lives will bear telling: 
In 1842, Zachariah, a justice of the peace, and Thomas Woolridge, sheriff of Dubois, 
came together at a street corner in Jasper, the Dubois county seat. Both were said to 
have been “well in their cups”. An argument ensued over Zachariah’s illicit whiskey still, 
revolvers spoke, and the sheriff died on the spot. Zechariah was tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to two years in the state penitentiary, but was released before his term expired. 
Brother Samuel went to fetch him home. On the trip back, he told him that he had so 
shamed the family that he would never again spell the family name as he (Zachariah) 
did. Henceforth, the line of Samuel has spelled the name “Dillin”. A descendant judge is 
said to have always lectured “Dillon”, etc. miscrants appearing before him on the “sorrect” 
spelling of the name. 


James Dillin’s first wife was Permelia Brickhouse, of Tyrrell County, daughter of 
Matthew and Dorcas Brickhouse. James’s family, excepting himself and a son, Matthew 
Brickhouse, were wiped out by the cholera epidemic of 1849. James had his entire 
cemetery covered by a thick concrete slap, hoping to impede spread of the disease. 


The dates of the next arrivals from the Albemarle aren’t known. We don’t know if 
they arrived together, or with the Jesse Alexander party of 1824. 


John A. Norman (1809-1849) was son of John and Zilpha Alexander Norman of 
Washington County. His mother, Zilpha, was daughter of Capt. John and Joanna Daven- 
port Alexander. So, John A. was nephew to the Alexander brothers, and grandson to 
Joanna Alexander of Pike County. 


The reader may think the web is getting a bit tangled. There’s more. 


One story, prevelent in Indiana today, relates that Samuel Dillin was sent to Tyrrell to 
bring back the final settelments of the Benjamin Dillin estate, and brought John A. back 
with him. Dates don’t tend to substantiate that. 

After getting to Indiana, John married Brittania Dillin, step-daughter of his Uncle Issac 
Alexander. Brittania had been recently widowed by one “Mr. Ford”, who is thought to 
have died accompanying Samuel back to Tyrrell. 
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The last of the related migrations from the Albemarle was that of John W. Lewis and 
wife, Louisa. Louisa, nee Norman, was sister of John A. Norman, niece to the Alexander 
brothers, and granddaughter to Joanna Alexander of Pike County. Her husband was son 
of Jesse Lewis of Washington County, and also descended from the Hawkinses of that 
place. : 

Louisa and John Lewis died, respectively, in 1840 and 1843, and were buried in the 
Isaac Alexander cemetery. At Dubois County Census 1850, their orphans were living 
- with their Alexander great-uncles. 


(Eastern North Carolina Families. David B. Gammon, Chapel Hill Press, 1997. 
The History of Dubois and Pike Counties. Goodspeed Bros. 1885 
Washington County Deeds 
Tyrrell County Court Minutes. 

The Kind Assistance of Gladys LaFollette (1921-1999). 


EAN 


PIONEER HOME 
OF ISAAC ALEXANDER 
DUBOISE COUNTY INDIANA 





This house of square-hewn hardwood logs was built by Isaac Alexander soon after his 
migration from Tyrrell County, North Carolina in 1812. It is preserved, among manicured 
grounds, by a direct descendant to whom Isaac’s early property has passed. 
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We see it, here, much altered from its original appearance. It was “two-storeyed” 
probably in the last quarter of the last century. At that time, we presume, the windows 
were enlarged and the entrance drastically changed. 


At the house’s construction, Indians were no longer an every-day threat along the 
Patoka River, but their memories and menace lingered. Windows would have been small 
and shuttered; the entrance would have been small, single, and more easily defended than 
the double-door arrangement of the surviving house. 


Photo: TK 
EAN 
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FOLK TALE 


Panthers would grabble a hole in the ground, and “cry” in it, sounding like a woman 
in distress. Men would be fooled, go to assist, and be ambushed by the panther. 


The eastern panther, or catamount, was equivalent of the western cougar, puma, or 
mountain lion. 


Folk Medicine 


To remove a wart, find a water-filled stump hole in the woods, and bathe the wart 
in it. 
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A LADY RECALLS 
KIN FOLK OF LONG AGO 


The following observations are excerpted from a 20 page account, dated October 9, 
1935, written by Naomi Alexander Kellams, granddaughter of Isaac Alexander. Mrs. 
Kellams was about 60 years old at the writing. 


“It is said that an account of this tragic and unfortunate incident in the life of Zachariah 
(the murderer of Sheriff Woolridge. ed.) the entire Dillin clan has fought the liquor in- 
terest ever since in all its forms and ramifications.” 


“Brittania Dillin’s second husband was John A. Norman, Esq. She became the mother 
of Sgt. John P. Norman, a man of heroic and majestic stature, a prominent merchant and 
a large landowner at Ireland. Mr. and Mrs. John A. Norman lived on and were the orig- 
inal owners of “Norman’s Pasture”, northwest of Jasper. 


Lath It was Isaac Alexander, Sr., who transferred the Dillin clan from the tidewater 
slashes of North Carolina to the fring land, second bottoms and beaver flats of Madison 
Township”. 


seas Early entremen always selected land in Madison Township that bordered on the 
Patoka River bottoms, or low lands. They selected “second bottoms” and beaver flats. 
The Alexanders were living on their farms in Madison Township before Dubois County 
was organized, before Indiana was a state, and 15 years before Jasper was laid out as a 
county town”. 


Writing of Isaac and Ashbury Alexander.....’They lived in three counties, a territory 
and a state without moving from their log mansions.” 


“There was no distillery on the farm of Ashbury Alexander, Jr., but as was customary 
in those days, he always kept a jug of whiskey or brandy in the house”. 


“I remember hearing my good old mother tell of the neighbors and relations visiting 
one another in covered wagons drawn by oxen.....the Matthew B. Dillin family also used 
oxen. Later they used wagons and horses, “Dutch Schooners”, etc.” 


“Ashberry Alexander, Jr. (Ashberry/Ashbury, Jr. was son of Isaac, not Ashbury. ed.), my 
father, had the old log mansion (see photo, herein. ed.) remodeled by weatherboarding 
and plastering it and by adding new rooms, thus making it the first frame house in the 
community. I remember every nook and comer about it. . There was a cherry suite, in- 
cluding the corded bed, with high Posts for curtains, a bureau with mirrors and a 
wardrobe to match. In the attic were spinning wheels, carders to card wool and a flax 
flay. The tallow candle holders were also there. A tall old grandfather’s clock stood on 
the floor, and there was a Seth Thomas clock also. There was a small trunk covered 
with “Camel’s Hair”. At one time it was owned by Isaac Alexander, Sr. ......The writer 
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has the old family Bible which.....is 90 years old 
1935. ed.) 


ss * (Remember, this was written in 


“These bring back old memories very dear to me: the orchard of 22 acres, the 
meadow, the deep tangled wild woods and every loved spot that my infancy kew o 
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ERRATA 
“To Err Is Human, To Forgive Devine” 


It seems that ever-so-often even the most careful editor finds that he has painted 
himself into a corner, been “hoist on his own petard”, or whatever. 


In reviewing our Journals of the past twelve months, our editor (namely, ME) must 
report having been taken to task for two errors that can be attributed only to careless- 
ness. Both are found in the WCGSJ of December 1998. I will appreciate your finding 
that issue, and interlining the following corrections: 


1. Page 91, note #11. Should read “Noah”, not “Moses”, White 


2. Page 78, second paragraph, Item 8. Should read “Ann married James Radcliff by 
1784, and was dead by 1840”. You may recall that this correction was reported in our 
March 1999 “News”. 


With this, your editor closes the door on his detected mistakes, hoping that, a century 
hence, no “rose-lipped maidens” or “light-foot lads” are derailed in their research by our 
errors of 1998. 

Now, MERRY CHRISTMAS!, and a happy beginning of the brave, new, Millennium! 

Confession is good for the soul 


Old Adage 


Ed Norman 
Editor, WCGSJ 
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